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A Farewell to Arms as Travel Literature
Yosuke KUSAKA
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I went down to the corner where there was a wine shop and waited inside looking out the
window.... We walked along together, along the sidewalk past the wine shops, then
across the market square and up the street and through the archway to the cathedral
square. There were streetcar tracks and beyond them was the cathedral. It was white
and wet in the mist. We crossed the tram tracks. On our left were the shops, their
windows lighted, and the entrance to the galleria.... We crossed the far end of the square
and looked back at the cathedral.... “This is the way I go to the hospital,” I said. It was
a narrow street and we kept on the right-hand side.... We turned down a side street
where there were no lights and walked in the street.... We walked on along the street
until it came out onto a wider street that was beside a canal. On the other side was a brick
wall and buildings. Ahead, down the street, | saw a streetcar Cross a bridge.... We
stood on the bridge in the fog waiting for a carriage.... “To the station. There’s a hotel
across from the station where we can go.” ... It was a log ride to the station up side
streets in the rain.... “Go to the Via Manzoni and up that.” (146-51)
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We came into Lausanne and went into a medium-sized hotel to stay. It was still raining
as we drove through the streets and into the carriage entrance of the hotel. The concierge
with brass keys on his lapels, the elevator, the carpets on the floors, and the white
washbowls with shining fixtures, the brass bed and the big comfortable bedroom all seemed
very great luxury after the Guttingens. The windows of the room looked out on a wet
garden with a wall topped by an iron fence. (308)
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We were very hungry and the meal was good and we drank a bottle of Capri and a bottle
of St. Estephe. I drank most of it but Catherine drank some and it made her feel splendid.
For dinner we had a woodcock with soufflé potatoes and Purée de marron, a salad, and
zabaione for dessert. (153)

ZVvTV o 73R TNVIETABERCEEEZST. ST /D0—HMOI 72 BB L T3, A
BHRO7VTY Y 7 BRERZOWTHSELIENTEL LI IIRBE, V)T (F—r—F
BEE) CHEZERVA NI YDET 4RI TV A FVTAFYH ) Y ERBZTHT 3, HiZ
B REBELEEPRD) CENTELIBMCHE LW LTMZ T, KEYMZDLDODETHH 5,
Bz iE, HRIEREEZERDIBEDOETHS I EBbhr b, HOREDORE:ATOFICBI N2
EMPSTT S, SFLERHHEEKRDLS T AHOBEBEBORENHETE LS, HABORETH
L L BT IO DTIZ. BEOE R LicF 2 Y ANTEDEEETH b, B LD F 2> A NVEIX.
HEWSHI %2 B TS 7R LRI A TBY 0y 7ETH 2 EHEHHALTWENSTH S,

T4 )T ORERE. BRROBELELTIVTY v ZIE—HBWTWS, 7VTF Y v



(18) FERRN L TFARFRE H29%5

DIzDIEER> TBWIZ D SRBANED ZWnE EWHANL TR Y T 582 TEX. BEER
WeBHerOMAE L THEL, BBL TV 3051tis sk,

One evening I was short of money and George loaned me a hundred lire. “That’s all right,
Tenente,” he said. “I know how it is. I know how a man gets short. If you or the lady
need money I’ve always got money.” (113)
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Count Greffi was ninety-four years old. He had been a contemporary of Metternich
and was an old man with white hair and mustache and beautiful manners. He had been
in the diplomatic service of both Austria and Italy and his birthday parties were the great
social event of Milan. He was living to be one hundred years old and played a smoothly
fluent game of billiards that contrasted with his own ninety-four-year-old brittleness. I
had met him when I had been at Stresa once before out of season and while we played
billiards we drank champagne. I thought it was a splendid custom and he gave me fifteen
points in a hundred and beat me. (254)
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The army had not stood at the Tagliamento. They were falling back to the Piave. I
remembered the Piave. The railroad crossed it near San Dona going up to the front. It
was deep and slow there and quite narrow. Down below there were mosquito marshes and
canals. There were some lovely villas. Once, before the war, going up to Cortina
D’Ampezzo I had gone along it for several hours in the hills. Up there it looked like a
trout stream, flowing swiftly with shallow stretches and pools under the shadow of the
rocks. The road turned off from it at Cadore. I wondered how the amy that was up there
would come down. (253)
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VINWVRIZEAT 4 — 7 XAORME “Even when he (Hemingway) wrote of events from a
vacation trip, he reported the travel adventures as they provided insights for social analysis.”**
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I meant tactically speaking in a war where there was some movement a succession of
mountains were nothing to hold as a line because it was too easy to turn them. You should
have possible mobility and a mountain is not very mobile. Also, people always over-shoot
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downhill. If the flank were turned, the best men would be left on the highest mountains.
I did not believe in a war in mountains. I had thought about it a lot, I said. You pinched
off one mountain and they pinched off another but when something really started every one
had to get down off the mountains. (183)
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Napoleon would have whipped the Austrians on the plains. He never would have fought
them in the mountains. He would have let them come down and whipped them around
Verona. (118)
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We had planned to go to Pallanza on Lago Maggiore. It is nice there in the fall when the
leaves turn. There are walks you can take and you can troll for trout in the lake. (142)
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The Grand-Hotel & des Isles Borromées was open and several small hotels that stayed
open all the year.. .. )

I took a good room. It was very big and light and looked out on the lake.... The
hotel was very luxurious. I went down the long halls, down the wide stairs, through the
rooms to the bar. I knew the barman and sat on a high stool and ate salted almonds and
potato chips. The martini felt cool and clean. (244)
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“Have you (the barman) been fishing?”
“T've caught some beautiful pieces. Trolling this time of year you catch some beauti-
ful pieces.” (244)
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“What are you (the barman) doing now?”
“Nothing.”

“Come on out fishing.”

“I could come for an hour.”

“Come on. Bring the trolling line.” (254)
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The barman put on a coat and went out. We went down and got a boat and I rowed
while the barman sat in the stern and let out the line with a spinner and a heavy sinker on
the end to troll for lake trout. We rowed along the shore, the barman holding the line in
his hand and giving it occasional jerks forward. (254-55)
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Stresa looked very deserted from the lake. There were the long rows of bare trees, the
big hotels and the closed villas. I rowed across to Isola Bella and went close to the walls,
where the water deepened sharply, and you saw the rock wall slanting down in the clear
water, and then up and along to the fisherman’s island. (255)
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“No. Row to Isola Bella. Then on the other side of Isola Madre go with the wind.
The wind will take you to Pallanza. You will see the lights. Then go up the shore.”
(269)
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ZOBEL TV LATIWTH LS, £k, N—F Vid&D7»., “Past Luino, Cannero,
Cannobio, Tranzano. You aren’t in Switzerland until you come to Brissago. You have to
pass Monte Tamara.” (268) &/85 > 7 UtOMZLEH T 2723 5DTH S,
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