In Search of the Image of Hemingway’s Mother
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The Indians that Ernest saw most often were the sawyers. Nick Boulton and Billy
Tabeshaw . . . One day that summer, Dr. Hemingway summoned them to cut up beech logs
for use in the stove and fire place. The logs had broken away from the boom up the lake
and drifted ashore in front of the cottage. The day the Indians arrived, carrying cant hooks,
axes, wedges, and a long cross-cut saw, Dr. Hemingway found his camera and followed
them down to the beach to photograph them while they worked. . . Ernest hang watching,
taking in every word that was said. A long time later he would write a short story about
it, fictionizing the incident. . .!
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a girl but he did not want to have to work to get her. He would have liked to have a girl but
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ZEHBDEDTH S, “ ...he (Nick) is completely dissatisfied with his mother. . .. Nick is still
a small boy, apparently. . . but even so it is clear that he cannot stomach his mother’s naive
refusal to face facts.*=v 7 3R FHTH 2 07:0, BOFEAEDEER*ZTD LS L LEWEH
XL TARERFIOBICH S Z L3RV, =v 7 ORI T 2 KFE L. KEAESDH 5 LT
iz dbprbod, RIEFOTHENTLARZRERI LWL > TEBHIIREINEDTH %,

A, 2V TRARIORFULEES e =y 7 DR L e RIie 572 0»h3, i3 1374t
TREVHBIHI, BRICEEA»> TOEZL, BRECRRET 2D TH S, flziE. 2vy 7R
BEDOIEY FERD 10 ES PRBIICSERONT, ERFZTHRPSREEZDHETIE, ZA
DOFICRD LS LV BRbEIND,

“God has some work for everyone to do,” his mother said. “There can be no idle hands
in His Kingdom.”

“I'm not in His Kingdom,” Krebs said.

“We are all of us in His Kingdom.”

Krebs felt embarrassed and resentful as always. (p. 98)
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Unless you, my son Ernest, come to yourself;cease you lady loafing and pleasure seeking;
borrowing with no thought of returning stop trying to graft a living off anybody and
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everybody;spending all your earnings lavishly and wastefully on luxuries for yourself;stop
trading on your hansome (sic) face to fool little gullable (sic) girls, and neglecting your
duties to God and your Savior, Jesus Christ:unless, in other words, you come into your
manhood, there is nothing before you but bankruptcy—— you have overdrawn . .. When
you have changed your ideas and aims in life, you will find your mother waiting to welcome
you. Whether it be this world or the next——loving you and longing for your love. The
Good Lord watch between me and thee, while we are absent one from the other.

Your still hoping and praying mother,

Grace Hall Hemingway?°
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“. .. Don’t you love your mother, dear boy?”

“No,” Krebs said. ,

His mother looked at him across the table. Her eyes were shiny. She started crying.
“I don’t love anybody.” Krebs said. (pp. 99-100)

“. .. Tl try and be a good boy for you.”

“Would you kneel and pray with me, Harold?” his mother asked.

They knelt down beside the dining-room table and Krebs’s mother prayed.
“Now, you pray, Harold,” she said.

“I can’t,” Krebs said.

“Try, Harold.”

“I can’t.”

“Do you want me to pray for you?”

“Yes.” (pp. 100-101)
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