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The Technique of White-colored Imagery in Willa Cather’s
Death Comes for the Archbishop
Yosuke KUSAKA
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Here, unless it is the pictorial element in Death Comes for the Archbishop, is the final triumph
of a gift in which Miss Cather has always been eminent, of evoking concrete sensuous
imagery, an ability which lends full-bodied solidity as well as beauty to her work.?
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After some time, Dofia Isabella entered, dressed in heavy mourning, her face very white
against the black, and her eyes red. The curls about her neck and ears were pale, too ——
quite ashen. (p. 189)
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His hands had a curious authority, but not the calmness so often seen in the hands of priests;
they seemed always to be investigating and making firm decisions. (p. 209)
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T 7 AT VR ORHERAD R THEE 2# T 3 . During their Seminary years he
had easily surpassed his friend in scholarship, but he always realized that Joseph excelled him
in the fervour of his faith. (p. 226) L MR DFHAEHRET 2D TH %, 7. AHNRE L DRE
DRBEDRFDS TN T-BRIz . BI#Z “Blanchet,”. . . “ you are a better man than I. You have been
a great harvester of souls, without pride and without shame. . . If hereafter we have stars in our
crowns, yours will be a constellation. Give me your blessing.” (pp. 261-62) & . EEEHD
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On either side of the fire-place plastered recesses were let into the wall. In one, narrow and
arched, stood the Bishop’s crucifix. The other was square, with a carved wooden door, like
a grill, and within it lay a few rare and beautiful books. The rest of the Bishop’s library was
on open shelves at one end of the room. (p. 34) '
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Here, these demonstrations seemed a part of the high colour that was in landscape and
gardens, in the flaming cactus and the gaudily decorated altars, —— in the agonized Christs
and dolorous Virgins and the very human figures of the saints. He had already learned that
with this people religion was necessarily theatrical. (p. 142)
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... all the most important events in his own history had occurred in the blessed month
when this sinful and sullied world puts on white as if to commemorate the Annunciation, and
becomes, for a little, lovely enough to be in truth the Bride of Christ. It was in May that he
had been given grace to perform the hardest act of his life. (p. 204)
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“And whosoever is least among you, the same shall be first in the Kingdom of Heaven.” (p.
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charming in the idea of greatness returning to simplicity —— the queen making hay among the
country girls —— but how much more endearing was the belief that They, after so many
centuries of history and glory, should return to play Their first parts, in the persons of a humble
Mexican family, the lowliest of the lowly, the poorest of the poor, —— in a wilderness at the
end of the world, where the angels could scarcely find Them! (pp. 282-83) & i\ VE$E%2Z1) %
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18HHCHIHE DR NV & — )L (Baltazar) DRz, HEOKEOY VR v 7 B EK Y Bk
BIWHESLIZLTWS, NUVIF—VHRIZE ST, 7aAXA VT A7V IIEEEXZIBFETL
DV, HRIIECH L TERERFLR T 72D T, CORKER MR Z 5D iX, BEERY
ErERIC PR EMET 2, o, BERZEFEZERD L EVIFR» S, MR IZBEOER2E
PIZLEIEBEHGHOOAEHNEE LIk, ZREI S, TOLODICHRIIFERICE THE:
BWIeDTH B, Ll ZOBEORENWED L2 0 HRFEERZBICL > TXA—Y Ol
ErsBmoRiFonsd, FANBMED SN IRIUBEE 5> LEROF T, €EDROEI N
THEL B REBICH 2 HBEHIET 2, ZOBSOABRIERRERBELRETCELCKHET
iz, ZOEBIBYERICED DT, 73 OEWEER R T U IR ORE RAREH
BRINTW3,

TONHEY Yy Y — e T hy—LEFHEY a7 - T4 P UBBERBOBEICEA Y
ERHEOIBAGROYREE A2 T2 01, —RESFCEBEINTY X3 CA R 2FEERL
IEY — FECHE—EBEDONL S, twIDd, BAGROYELTIRA»STIE. Z
NoDIEY — FEHEIZAOMRXOBEAMEOAHENERL TVRELHLNEINE5THD, TDED
REEDOWRICHESE L TWBEEF -7, INRDBEZ LIV EDOENTREENZRA AV ¥
V—Tdhb, £V, 7 v —VEROENERSNBELERORBEICERN SN TW 2R
DEREREBR L BBCET VT, BYEREINTVEIEF—TIBHEDOA AV YV —TH
2, HEOFTHEEDA AV ¥ ) —3, —H L7 0y hREIRGESCILS ORI 7 Ak s £
. BDEICELVEESEXL LEBEEOBRRE2BY CATY S, BAMBEDOYIEE L OBER S
FhU bicERECF X, BEOFTOHBDOFEAEESRLEVWILTHS, RIZ{HVLR
TWAHABDEF—7iF, BLOLEBZREDBZ CESLLEBARSEIDLLABPLE ST E2EIKC
FHRANCRR LT, ZOYELPBAGRIHEZ S L L EEOBN 2 ERT 2D CHERE L EE 2R
7L Tw3,

E
AxXD( )YANDOBIFH~—Y#Z. Willa Cather, Death Comes for the Archbishop (New York; Alfred

A. Knopf, 1950) 1 & %,

1 At first one is charmed, but soon questions arise. One asks what unity there is in these various
episodes, and one can find none except in Miss Cather’s sense that here, in the meeting of old
and new, is a process of rare beauty. Granville Hicks, “The Case against Willa Cather.” James
Schroeter ed., Willa Cather and Her Critics (Ithaca: Cornell University Press, 1976), p. 145.

2 In the present instance she has nothing that could properly be called a plot, but she is wisely
content to accept the fact and to depend upon the continuous presence of beauty rather than
upon any movement to hold the interest of the reader. Joseph Wood Krutch, “Reviews of Four
Novels.” James Schroeter ed., Willa Cather and Her Critics, p. 61.

3 Y./ 7DOKEH Jacobus de Voragine 12 & > THRE Iz Legenda Aurea DIFR, 148341
Caxton IZ & - THIRIZ 17z,

4 Instead of a cumulative plot the nine books of the novel have sections with titles, each of which
starts again, like the separate anecdotes of saints’ lives in the ‘Golden Legend’ . .. with no direct



10

11

12

HF: 745« ¥+ ¥—0 [KEAFCITRIIKS] KBTI 3HED01 XY v ) —DFKk (43)

connection to what preceded it. Hermion Lee, Willa Cather: Double Lives (New York: Pantheon
Books, 1989), pp. 270-71.

T. K. Whipple, “Willa Cather.” James Schroeter ed., Willa Cather and Her Critics, p. 45.
James Schroeter % Cather 237 5 > X DE S Puvis de Chavannes @ 7 L X I E 2% H. 2D
EEDBFHIWCENLAT LE S SRR L T3, ... the author said the idea came to her while
she was studying a fresco by Puvis de Chavannes, and like the fresco the book is a series of
static pictures done “without accent.” James Schroeter ed., Willa Cather and Her Critics, p.
24. In the pages in which landscape and character merge in vivid pictorial narrative there is
much more than the tableau vivant, the effect of a Puvis de Chavannes mural, for the muralist
painted with a purposeful thinness and an exaggerated two-dimensionalism whereas Miss
Cather is able to use color in its richest and fullest tones and depth and perspective. E. K.
Brown, Willa Cather: A Critical Biography (New York: Alfred A. Knopf, 1970), p. 261.

As one reads, one seems to be looking at various scenes in a tapestry, rich in material and artful
in design. Granville Hicks, “The Case against Willa Cather.” James Schroeter ed., Willa
Cather and Her Critics, p. 145.

2=V DI BEREDN—VEZ DOV TERAYOEERETARTH S L FREHEHNS VS DT,
Be47E. FRE27E. FE23E. BE21E. KEIE, FHal2E, #Hal2myEc Bio, FiEt
PAND L. B5BEU EOSERERRETHD HIN T, HEVEANCZAvshTns
LI —BRRTH 5,

HEORMALERIZOWTRERCUTOZEER2SFIC LT, Adde Vries, Dictionary of Symbols
and IDmagery (Amsterdam: North-Holland Publishing Company, 1984), p. 499. Hans Bieder-
mann, Dictionary of Symbolism (New York: Facts on File, 1992), p. 38. J. C. Cooper, An
Tllustrated Encyclopaedia of Traditional Symbols (London: Thames and Hudson Ltd., 1978), pp.
60-61.

SONIHRBENC . EOMEME P EERANELEME &b, Ad de Vries, Dictionary of
Symbols and Imagery, p. 331.

N—nic3EEOfic, AL bIET 2. MRk, BECECEE. S, . EaR 0%
BB DSH 5, Ad de Vries, Dictionary of Symbols and Imagery, pp. 360-61. Hans Biedermann,
Dictionary of Symbolism, pp. 259-60.

Kz ZFCEHEE. HOHLEREDRMHERL H %, Ad de Vries, Dictionary of Symbols
and Imagery, p. 228.



