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On “Big Two-Hearted River”
Yosuke KUSAKA
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w3, “Itis about 100 pages long, and nothing happens and the country is swell, I made it all
up, so I see it all.
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The story was about coming back from the war but there was no mention of the war in it.°
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Obviously, Nick is a grown man now, who has been away. He has been abroad, as we have
seen, and in a war.'?
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“Yet it is the European sensibility which has come to Big Two-Hearted River, where the
Indians are now obsolescent ; in those solitudes it feels for the first time the cold current, the
hot morning sun, sees the pine stumps, smells the sweet fern. And along with the mottled
trout, with its ‘clear-water-over-grave colour’, the boy from the American Middle West
fishes up a nice little masterpiece.

. . But he is now able to charge this naive accent with a new complexity of emotion,
a new shade of emotion: a malaise. The wholesale shattering of human beings in which he
has taken part has given th boy a touch of panic.”**
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TWBREIE. =V 7R L BEFORS LW ARRZERLIY 5, ELHT Ny 1IcBET 25
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this day our daily bread.” #3< %2, & Tid7% . “and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive
those who trespass against us.” 3G S TH b, > T, = v 7 DI BFLRVLDIZ. “T've
been cleaning out the basement, dear.” (p. 366) L REHD Z L B TH—{TTHIToNhTw3 X
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RIETORRICEL, [RELZODUMED)I] 2F %2 BT 2 £ TIKIZE-> TWRW,

HED NIV HERERCHRUHFTFERE 7+ R < V> (Kenneth Lynn) TH 3, 74 VY ¥
BANI V7Y oA OMERELFEALOEORE N, HIESNERERLLENEENTWVS



HF: [KERZZO0LEBDIN] & (43)
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fEA) oFT [REZZODLEBD] BEE» SHRELAEFECHET 2WETH 503, BHFIC
DVTRERINTVLRVEE SN TVAEERY Y /R OMOMTFR B 7 7 < HOIH L
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He felt he had left everything behind, the need for thinking, the need to write, other needs.
It was all back of him. (p. 210)

Inside the tent the light came through the brown canvas. It smelled pleasantly of canvas.
Already there was something mysterious and homelike. Nick was happy as he crawled
inside the tent . ... He had made his camp. He was settled. Nothing could touch him. It
was a good place to camp. He was there, in the good place. He was in his home where he
had made it. Now he was hungry. (p. 215)
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Ernest spent the summer of 1919 thinking and writing. He also spent it in bitter contention
with his mother. The following summer, the ill will between the two of them exploded into
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open warfare when she expelled him from Windemere within days of his twenty-first
birthday and presented him as he was leaving with a letter that was indisputably the
masterpiece of her epistolary career. Consequently, by the time he wrote the story about his
fishing trip to Seney he was not only burdened by upsetting memories of the first summer
after the war, but by even more upsetting memories of the second. Perhaps, then, the “other
needs” Nick feels he has put behind him include a need to please his mother, while his talk
of his tent as his home may represent a reaction to being thrown out of his parents’ summer
cottage.?®
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Unless you, my son Ernest, come to yourself ; cease you lazy loafing and pleasure seeking ;
borrowing with no thought of returning; stop trying to graft a living off anybody and
everybody ; spending all your earnings lavishly and wastefully on luxuries for yourself ; stop
trading on your handsome (sic) face to fool little gullable (sic) girls, and neglecting your
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duties to God and your Savior, Jesus Christ: unless, in other words, you come into your
manhood, there is nothing before you but bankruptcy —— you have overdrawn. . . When
you have changed your ideas and aims in life, you will find your mother waiting to welcome
you, whether it be this world or the next —— loving you and longing for your love. The
Good Lord watch between me and thee, while we are absent one from the other.
Your still hoping and praying mother,
Grace Hall Hemingway *
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