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Beginning of “An Adventure in Friendliness”
——Establishment of the Institute of Pacific Relations in 1925——
Nobuo Katagiri
Summary

The Institute of Pacific Relations (IPR) originated from the YMCA movement was
established in July, 1925 in Honolulu, Hawaii. This period suffered from bitter and growing
frictions between Asia and the West. They were caused not only by incompatible political
and economic interests, but also by racial antagonisms and cultural conflicts. For instance,
the United States Congress had passed the Oriental Exclusion Act in 1924, which wounded
Asian sensibilities and aroused anti- American feelings especially in Japan. The Chinese
Nationalist revolution led by SunYat-sen was powerfully growing and anti-foreignism directed
against the Western Powers was widespread in China.

Aware of the gulf between Asia and the West and eager to throw a bridge across it, a
group of men and women devised the idea of holding a non-official conference of leaders
personally based from Pacific countries to discuss the problems of mutual concern.

The first IPR conference was held in Honolulu in July, 1925. Its 150 members came from
Hawaii and the American mainland, Japan, China, Korea, the Philippines, Canada, Australia
and New Zealand. They presented each diverse background and attitude. But they had a
common belief that if they could get together for friendly, frank discussion of the problems
in the Pacific, these problems might prove to be less difficult than they seemed. Afterwards
IPR continued its activites untill 1961 under drastically changed international environments.

This paper focuses on the process of the establishment of the IPR and its objectives and
organization. Through this work, the author attempts to describe the fundamental figure
of the IPR.



